WORKMAN FARM K-223
Worton, Maryland
(ca 1825)

Although appearing to be a small simple two part farmhouse

from the exterior, the Workman Farm house contains some of the best

late Federal
particularly
execution of
in the frame
shutters and

interior has

woodwork in the county. The mantle in the hall is
beautiful, both in its overall proportions and in the
its details. Virtually all of the woodwork and doors
section remain, as does some hardware and the exterior
hardware. The brick kitchen wing, although its

been extensively remodeled, is an early and compatible

addition to the earlier three bay, two story frame section.

The smoke house is an example of a once-common construction

system: squared logs or ''planks" dovetailed together at the corners.

It retains its original strap hinges, an early wrought iron hasp

and portions

of a wooden box lock.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Now surrounded by open fields, the late Federal period building on the Workman Farm

faces southwest. From the site are views to the Jewell Farm (K-225) and the 1770 House
(K-222) as well as to the intersection of Route 298 and Route 292.

The house is composed of two sections, a three bay, two story frame section and a
two bay twc story gable roofed kitchen on the east gable.

The main house measures 32'4" by 18'6". The front wall of the wing is continuous
with the southwest wall of the house; it measures 17'6'" deep and 23'10" long.

The frame section is the earlier. It has central entry doors and a hall and parlour
plan. There are chimney stacks enclosed in each gable; both are brick and both contain 2
flues.

The roof is a gable of moderate pitch; it has no dormers. Windows are regularly
spaced and have 6 over 6 sash. They retain early louvered shutters hung on small strap
hinges set on driven pintels. The rails and stiles of the shutters are quite wide and
all finished on the inside edge with a bead. First floor shutters have a single panel
of louvering; those on the second have double panels.

Recently the frame section was covered with vinyl siding. The cornice, verge board,
trim, and the entire entry door on the southwest facade was covered with siding.

The brick section also has a shallow gable roof without dormers. Instead of a
wooden cornice, three steps of corbelling is used at the cormice line. There is an
entry in the northern bay of the front and a shed-roofed extension on the northeast wall.
A door has been cut into the east gable. Windows have 6 over 6 sash but are shorter
than those in the frame section. Frames and sills are plain.

The interior of the frame section retains almost all of its original woodwork.

Window and door trim on the first floor is illustrated below; it is used with turned

corner blocks. The double bead used in the backband portion of the trim is repeated
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Although appearing to be a small simple farmhouse from the exterior, the Workman

Farm contains some of the best late Federal woodwork in the county. The mantle in the
hall 1is particularly beautiful, both in its overall propartions and in the execution
of its details. Virtually all of the woodwork and doors in the frame section remain, as
does some hardware and the exterior shutters and hardware. The kitchen wing, although
its interior has been extensively remodeled, is an early and compatible addition to the

.rame section.

The smoke house is an example of a once-common construction system: squared logs
or “planks' dovetailed together at the corners. It retains its original strap hinges, an
early wrought iron hasp and portions of a wooden box lock.

Unfortunately the frame house has recently been covered with wood grained vinyl
siding. Details of the cornice have been obscured and the front door hidden, but, of
more concern is the possible damage to the original siding caused by retention of

moisture behind the siding.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Description # 7 (cont'd), K-223 2.

as the panel molding of the eight panel entry doors and on the
upper molding and lower edge of the two part hall chairrail. This
chairrail also has 3 3/4'" wide bands of reading spaced at intervals
of about 3%'". The main entry on the southwest also has a four
light transom. This feature is visible on the interior only.

The mantle in the parlour has a rectangular opening flanked
by reeded pilasters. There is a curved mantle shelf which is
supported by moldings with dentils and carved sunbursts above the
pilasters. There is a closet with a beaded door to the left of
the mantle and a six panel door on the stair.

In the parlour the mantle is similiar but simpler and has Greek
ogee moldings. Trim and mantles on the second floor have Federal
profiles. Some old latches and locks remain in the house.

Also on the property is a squared-log shed which measures
10' by 11'10" and has a steeply pitched gable roof. The corners of
the building are dovetailed. The exterior of the building is
covered with verticle boards and the roof with wooden shingles.
The board and batten door is hung on wrought iron strap hinges
and has a wooden box lock.

Well maintained except for the new siding, the house is
occupied by tenants.



Workman Farm House K-223

This house is a three bay long, two story frame
structure with a two bay long, two story brick wing.
The house sits on a stone foundation and is covered with
clapboard. The windows of the west facade have original
trim, also louvered shutters and 0/0 shashes. The central
entrance has an eight panel door with rectangular transom
and a covered porch. There is a wood cornice with torus
molding. In each gable is a brick chimney flanked by two
casement windows.

The brick section is also built on a stone foundation.
The door is covered with a small porch and is located
next to the main house. There are flat brick arches above
the windows and 0/0 sashes. There is a three brick stepped
cornice. |t also has a chimney in the south gable flanked

by two cascments. The entire wing is laid in common bond.
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